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Teaching music is our professional 
responsibility.

Teaching personal development is our privilege.

THIS IS A GIFT THAT WILL NEVER PRESENT ITSELF AGAIN!



THE NEW NORMAL

PLAN 1:  Teaching a section/quarter entirely remotely 

PLAN 2:  Teaching in a truncated form 

PLAN 3:  Teaching in person with social distancing

You have to plan for all three simultaneously!

BUILD WITH THE WORST IN MIND, AND YOU’LL BE FINE



THE PLAN
STEP 1:  Pick a theme for the quarter 

STEP 2:  Pick appropriate music 

STEP 3:  Develop and layer your musical & instructional       
               elements 

STEP 4:  Create a culminating event/activity

Be prepared to layer all of your materials to “water up” or  
“water down” the experience/materials.



A TRIBUTE to HEROES
A Nine week Integrated Thematic Instruction Unit



Instructional Elements
Historical Essay - Historical essay. 2-3 page written report about  a “courageous” 
person (non-family member) containing personal reflection and historical reporting.

Personal  Vision Plan - Students will be asked to answer a series of questions 
about their future plans and the obstacles they are likely to encounter in pursuit of 
their dreams. As a part of the process, students will be asked to create an 
actionable plan to achieve their goals.

Familial reflection - Students will be asked to create an abstract reflection and 
representation of a family member that has had a substantial impact on the 
student’s life. The idiom is left to the student. They may draw, compose, perform, 
sculpt, write, photograph, etc.

Community service - Each student will be asked to complete a service project for 
his/her school community. The service can completed in tandem with others, as 
sections, or as a whole band. The activity should require at least thirty minutes per 
student and will be documented with a brief written statement and pictures of the 
event.

Communication - A letter or email or written to someone (non-family member) 
that exhibits one or all of the qualities highlighted in the composition. Subjects 
will be asked to respond and share an event or experience that helped to shape 
who they are. Letters will be posted in the auditorium



Suggested Timeline
Prior to start:        

Week one:             

Week two:            

Week three:  

        

Week four:   
      
   
Week five:     
    
Week six:       
        
Week seven:      
   
Week eight:      
    

Week nine:          

Schedule time in media center/library for class research. 
Complete necessary facility requests. 
Meet with department chair and administrators to explain the project  

Introduce the project to the students. 
Distribute materials and send parent letter home. 
Schedule time for guidance staff to visit your classroom during week four. 

Student research day in library. 
Email Faculty and staff. Schedule staff speakers 

Select narrators. 
Ask students for service project commitments 
Send out invitations to concert (media/staff/admin/feeder teachers/parents) 

Assignments 1 is due 
Schedule dress rehearsal time with narrators 

Assignment 2 is due 

Assignment 3 is due 

Assignment 4 is due. 

Assignment 5 is due 
Prepare auditorium for displays 

Concert 



Music
Wind Ensemble 

Symphonic Band 

Concert Band 

A Movement for Rosa - Mark Camphouse 
J.F.K. In Memoriam - James Curnow 
Lincoln Portrait - Aaron Copland 

Tis A’ Gift - Anne McGinty 
Heritage of Freedom - James Curnow 
The Light Eternal - James Swearengen 

Jefferson, A Man and His Words - Paul Jennings 
Until Justice Rolls Down Like Water - Paul Jennings 
Lindbergh Variations - Robert Sheldon

Reduce your grade of literature 25%
Plan for increased absences.

Provide in-class time to complete some of the work.



Grading Rubric

Put emphasis where you invest a lot time.
Be willing to be flexible as things change.

Make your rubric sustainable.
Err on the side of the kids.

You could include SmartMusic as a component.



Some other thoughts
Write to as many dignitaries/decision makers as possible. Ask them to respond 
and mention there will be an audience. It’s election season, they will respond. I 
got responses from the Office of the President of the United States, two Senators, 
three Congresspersons, the Mayor, and more. 

Be sure to engage the parents/admin/community leaders. 

Engage your colleagues - librarians, counselors, the social studies and history 
departments. 

Issue press releases and reach out to the local print and TV media outlets. 

Create a social place where kids can engage with each other and post what they 
are doing. It creates positive peer pressure. 

Collaborate with your art/graphic design team for the program. 

Look for pieces with narration or add remarks so you can involve as many 
dignitaries/administrators as possible. 

Reach for the stars in terms of a guest artist/conductor/etc.I got Rosa Parks and 
John McCain to attend.



HEROES NEAR & FAR

• Five movement work by Richard Saucedo with curricula by your’s 
truly 

• Use it exactly as is or customize it to fit your individual needs. 

• You can use the curricula as a rubric or idea generator. 

• Contains sample communications, assignment explanations, 
grading sheets and more. 

• Grade 3-4 and is attainable by middle and high school groups. 

• Can be done in its entirety or individual movements. 

• You can purchase the curricula alone or in conjunction with the 
music. 

• You can connect with others via our Facebook group (Heroes 
Near & Far)





sheetmusicplus.com/heroes

Now available

Use coupon code HEROES to  
receive an additional 20% off

Student Name

Curricula Materials

scottlang.net/products2/heros-near-amp-far-curricula

Use the music, the curricula or both.

http://www.sheetmusicplus.com/heroes
http://www.sheetmusicplus.com/heroes
http://www.scottlang.net/products2/heros-near-amp-far-curricula
http://www.scottlang.net/products2/heros-near-amp-far-curricula


REMEMBER THE PLAN

STEP 1:  Pick a theme 

STEP 2:  Pick your music 

STEP 3:  Develop written, musical, & instructional 
              elements 

STEP 4:  Create a culminating event/activity

Sustainable, scaleable, social and student centered!



The burden of this new world has been 
thrust upon us.  How we respond to it 

say a lot about who we are as educators.

YOU GOT THIS!



NEXT WEEK IS GOING TO BE A 
HUGE WEEK!

To register go to: 
www.joinsll.com/big-announcement

RETHINKING HOW WE TEACH
A New and Innovative Approach to Music Education

Friday, July 30th 2020
1:00 p.m ET


